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Memorandum  
To:  APOC Commissioners 

From:  Kim Stone, Campaign Disclosure Coordinator 

Date:   June 6, 2025 

Subject: Sharrock appeal of staff’s determination re: forfeiture of leftover campaign funds 

INTRODUCTION 

Under provisions of 2 AAC 50.831, Patrick “Ian” Sharrock (Sharrock) appeals APOC staff’s 
determination that undispersed campaign funds from his 2016 Alaska State election campaign 
must be forfeited to the state pursuant to AS 15.13.116. Sharrock asks the Commission to return 
the since-forfeited funds back to him and allow him to put them in a future election campaign 
account (FCA) under AS 15.13.116(a)(7). Based on prior Commission decisions related to 
forfeiture under these circumstances, Staff recommends the Commission uphold it’s 
determination.  

LEGAL BACKGROUND   

Beginning in 2023, the Commission issued several orders addressing the application of AS 15.13.116, 
mandating a candidate’s post-election distribution of unused campaign funds, and its specific 
application to funds that remain after the deadline for disbursement. The statute requires all funds to 
be distributed by February 1 following a general election campaign (or 90 days after a special election) 
but allows, in relevant part, for a candidate to transfer a limited amount to an account for a future 
election campaign.1 
 
In In re Bennie Colbert2, a candidate’s year-end report in 2021 showed a balance of $1,827.99 in 
unused contributions. The Commission noted that AS 15.13.116 – outlining the procedure for 
“disbursement of campaign assets after election,” – required Colbert to turn over the remaining funds 
to the Department of Revenue to be deposited into the state’s general fund. APOC staff, however, 
relying on 2 AAC 50.384(a), concluded that Colbert was subject to an ongoing reporting requirement 
and required him to file another year-end report in 2022 for the same campaign. In its order, the 
Commission held   

 
1 AS 15.13.116(a)(7). 
2 See In Re: Colbert, Final Order at 2, available at: 
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID=25341  
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(t)hat regulation, to the extent it is read to mean a candidate may carry a campaign 
balance into another year and simply file another year-end report, conflicts with 
AS 15.13.116(c)’s instruction that a balance go to the State within 30 days. And where 
a regulation is inconsistent with a statue, the statute controls.3  

 
As the statute does not provide an extra year to disperse unused campaign contributions but rather 
puts a definite end to the campaign cycle, the Commission held that a candidate who reports unused 
contributions on the year-end report must forfeit them to the general fund “and the campaign cycle 
ends.”4 
 
In early 2024, the Commission revisited this issue in McDonald v. Snyder.5 There, a candidate 
reported a surplus balance of $1,673.16 on her year-end report filed after the election. At the time of 
her filing, Snyder did not intend to run again. Some five months later, in July 2019, Snyder changed 
her mind, filed a letter of intent, and amended her year end report to disclose a transfer of the surplus 
to a future campaign account – an action well outside the February 1 deadline for such transfer.6 The 
Commission found that AS 15.13.116(a) prohibited the retroactive transfer and ordered forfeiture of 
the unused funds pursuant to AS 15.13.116(c).7 
 
And in In re Daniel Saddler,8 the Commission again considered a candidate’s failure to disperse 
remaining campaign funds after the February 1 deadline. Similar to the circumstances in Colbert, 
APOC staff concluded that he was subject to an ongoing reporting obligation and required him to 
file another year-end report for the $424.15 surplus. While the Commission declined to impose a 
penalty for Saddler’s original failure to forfeit the funds because, as in Colbert, the candidate had 
“relied on erroneous staff advice that his sole obligation was to file reports,”9 the Commission 
ordered Saddler to complete the forfeiture of the funds pursuant to AS 15.13.116(c). 
 
In the fall of 2024, in light of these Commission Orders, APOC staff began notifying candidates 
who had previously reported undisbursed surplus funds of the Commission decisions and advised 
that because the 90 day deadline to disburse had passed, leftover funds must be forfeited to the 
State of Alaska.10 
 
FACTS: 

Sharrock first registered as a candidate for the 2016 state primary and general elections. After the 
general election, on February 22, 2017, Sharrock filed his year-end report reflecting an expenditure 
to establish a Future Campaign Account with his remaining funds: 
 

 
3 Colbert, Final Order at 2 (emphasis added), citing Nordlund v. Dep’t of Corr.,520 P.3d 1178, 1183 (Alaska 2022). 
4 Colbert, Final Order at 3, citing 15.13.116(c). 
5 McDonald v. Snyder, Case No. 23-05-CD, Final Order issued 03.11.24, available at: 
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID=25675. 
6 AS 15.13.116(a)(7). 
7 Snyder, Final Order at 12. 
8 Final Order issued 06.17.24, available at: https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID=26011.   
9 Saddler, Final Order at 4. 
10 Exhibit 1, Notice of Forfeiture, August 15, 2024. 
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After establishing his FCA in 2017, Sharrock continued to submit FCA disclosures for 2018, 2019, 
2020, 2021, and 2022. 
 

 
 
In 2022, Sharrock registered for the 2022 State Primary; his 30- and 7-day reports showed no 
income, debts, or expenditures and the same $797 beginning cash on hand. Sharrock withdrew 
after the August 16, 2022 primary. His year-end report submitted February 1, 2023 again showed 
no income, debts, or expenditures and $797 beginning cash on hand, but he did not create an 
expenditure to place the funds in a Future Campaign Account as he had after his 2016 campaign. 
Sharrock’s 2024 year end report again reported $797 with no other activity. 

On August 15, 2024, APOC Staff issued a Notice of Forfeiture of Funds, instructing Sharrock that 
based on recent Commission orders addressing undispersed campaign funds, he was required to 
forfeit the surplus funds.11 Sharrock forfeited the $797 and thereafter emailed APOC to appeal the 
forfeiture.12  
 

 
 

 
11 Exhibit 1, Notice of Forfeiture, August 15, 2024. 
12 Exhibit 2, Sharrock appeal email. 
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SUMMARY OF APPEAL: 
 

Sharrock in his appeal requests APOC allow him “to properly ‘close out’ his campaign account and 
file a Future Campaign Account form” for all or some of the surplus funds. In support of his request, 
Sharrock notes: 
 

 APOC’s year-end reports, aside from title, “looked exactly like the previous five FCA reports 
I had filed with APOC” and he had confused them  

 APOC’s reporting procedure in general puts a technical burden on those candidates with very 
little campaign experience without knowledgeable staff  

 APOC forms and procedures should be changed to  
o “discontinue the practice of auto-generating post-election Year End Reports that do 

not have a lock-out function, or prompt, preventing the filing process to be ‘Finished’ 
on page 10/10 with a Surplus balance, AND without clicking the Final Report box” 

o “create an more timely auto-generated response to YER’s that are filed inconsistent 
with statute” 

o create more email reminders to candidates well before all reporting deadlines. 
  
STAFF’S ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Pursuant to AS 15.13.116 and the Commission’s decisions in Colbert, Snyder, and Saddler, APOC 
staff correctly directed Sharrock to forfeit his undispersed campaign funds.  Although the balance of 
remaining funds is within the allowable limits to transfer to a future campaign account, the deadline 
for doing so has long since passed.13 Sharrock had experience with accounting for a Future Campaign 
account, as he’d done so five times previously. Also consistent with the Commission’s decision in 
Snyder, Sharrock cannot retroactively apply those funds to a future campaign. While it is common 
practice to keep funds disbursed to a future campaign in the same physical campaign account, the 
disbursement must be disclosed as a final expenditure on the campaign’s final campaign disclosure 
report and that did not happen here. 
 

In response to Sharrock’s requests for APOC to change various procedures, APOC staff notes that 
it is now following up with candidates both informally and via formal written notice to let them 
know a surplus reported on their most recent 105 Day or Year End Report should either be 
amended to show how funds were disbursed or forfeited to the State of Alaska, and steps needed 
thereafter, as staff time allows. A candidate’s disbursal or forfeiture of remaining funds and 
subsequent disclosure showing a zeroing out of the account will serve as a formal final report and 
eliminate any auto generated year end reporting requirement. 
 

Sharrock also asks that staff send out more reminders to candidates regarding reports that become 
due. Although not required to do so, staff does try to email reminders to candidates and will 
continue with these efforts. 
 

Consistent with similar matters that have come before the Commission, staff recommends the 
Commission uphold its determination that AS 15.13.116 required the forfeiture of Sharrock’s 
surplus campaign funds. 
 

 
13 The AS 15.13.116(a) deadline to disburse leftover funds was February 1, 2023.    
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August 15, 2024 
 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL, U.S. MAIL, & EMAIL 
Patrick “Ian” Sharrock 
1509 Atkinson Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 
isharrock@acsalaska.net 
 
RE: Notice of Forfeiture of Funds 

2022 Year End Campaign Disclosure Report 
 
Dear Mr. Sharrock: 
 
On February 1, 2023, you filed your 2022 Year End Campaign Disclosure Report, 
indicating a remaining balance in the amount of $797.00. However, at its June 5, 2024, 
meeting the Commission considered several similar matters where a filer had failed to 
disburse leftover campaign funds after an election resulting in ongoing reporting 
requirements.1  
 
Relying on a prior decision from October 9, 20232, the Commission determined that 
AS 15.13.116(a) requires unused campaign funds be disbursed by February 1st following a 
general election or within 90 days after a special election; and that undisbursed funds 
remaining after these deadlines must be forfeited to the State within 30 days.3 Allowing a 
candidate to “carry a campaign balance into another year and simply file another year-end 
report” is inconsistent with the statute. 
 
In light of these Commission orders, and because the unused funds from your 2022 State 
General Election campaign ($797.00) should have been disbursed by February 1, 2023, 
those funds must be forfeited to the State of Alaska within 30 days of this notice. 
Payment may be sent to the State of Alaska, Department of Revenue at PO Box 110400, 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0400.  Alternatively, you may send payment to our office.  Once 
the funds are forfeited, you must file a final report documenting the account’s zero 
balance within 15 days after the forfeiture.4 

 
1  See, e.g., In Re: Nowers: https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID=26017. 
2  See, In Re: Bernie Colbert: https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID=25341. 
3  AS 15.13.116(a). 
4  2 AAC 50.384(c). 
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Notice of Forfeiture – 2022 Year End Campaign Disclosure Report 

Failure to forfeit funds within thirty days or to file a final report will result in the assessment 
of penalties. 

A copy of this letter will be placed in your APOC file and is considered a public document. 
If you have any questions about this matter, please contact APOC staff. 

Thank you,  

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION 

Michael Sargent 
Paralegal Specialist I 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE: 
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and 
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to: 
Patrick “Ian” Sharrock 
1509 Atkinson Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 
isharrock@acsalaska.net 
9489 0178 9820 3021 0547 74 

 Certified Mail
 U.S. Mail
 Email

Signature Date 
08.15.2024
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From: Ian Sharrock 
To: 

Cc: 

Sameot, Mike Dqy)d (DOA)i Chung Dyane (DOA) 

Ian Sharrock 
Subject: Patrick "Ian" Sharrock Appeal to: Aug 15, 2024 APOC Notice of Forfeiture of Funds. 

Friday, September 13, 202412:18:02 AM Date: 
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click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe. · • 
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· 
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Dear Mike and Dyane, 

I am writing to appeal the August 15, 2024 letter I received from APOC titled "Notice of 
Forfeiture of Funds". 

That APOC letter stated "Allowing a candidate to 'carry a campaign balance into another year 
and simply file another year-end report' is inconsistent with the statute". 

I accidentally 'filed' Year End Reports in both February 2023 and February 2024, failing to 
correctly follow statutory procedure. 

Although, ifto 'SIMPLY file another YER' is dis-allowed by statute: 
I) Why does APOC auto-generate post-election Year End Reports (and additional years) that
allow a candidate to file 'another' repo1t, and with a "Surplus" balance, without a prompt
saying it is illegal to do so?
2) Could there be a post-election reminder from APOC stating that candidates MUST create a
zero-balance on that Year End Report, and MUST select "Final Report" before filing?
3). Or, would it be hard to change the APOC auto-generated post-election YERs to NOT allow
candidates to file the report ifthere is a 'surplus balance', or if"final Report" is not clicked?

At least in my case, current procedues seem to put a technical burden on those candidates who 
have very little campaign experience, or no staff that do. Accordingly, I confused my last two 
auto-generated Year End Reports as Future Campaign Account reports, that other than title 
looked exactly like the previous five FCA reports I had filed with APOC. 

Therefore, I am asking for leniency from APOC so I may be allowed to properly 'close out' 
out my 'campaign account' and file a Future Campaign Account form for all, or some of my 
surplus funds. 

Either way, I am petitioning APOC to change several procedures: 
I) Please discontinue the practice of auto-generating post-election Year End Reports that do
not have a lock-out function, or prompt, preventing the filing process to be "Finished" on page
10/10 with a Surplus balance, AND without clicking the Final Report box.
2) Please create an more timely auto-generated response to YER's that are filed inconsistent
with statute.
3) Also, please create several auto-generated reminder emails that are sent to candidates well
before all reporting deadlines, rather than just the day of.

Please let me know if there is another step I need to complete for the appeal process. 
Thank you for your time and your diligence, 
Patrick "Ian" Sharrock 
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Background: 

> After the 2016 general election, I "closed out" my "Campaign Account" and filed my only
'Final' Year End Report in Feb 2017.
> I do not remember where I learned of this requirement, but I don't think from the reporting
form.
> From Feb 2018 through Feb 2022, I completed five auto-generated Future Campaign
Account forms.
> When I filed to run in the 2022 primary, I don't remember an APOC procedure to close out
my Future Campaign Account.
> I withdrew from the 2022 general election immediately after the primary, with no financial
activity during 2022.
> In Feb 2023, I went to my Assigned Reports list and clicked on the bright red "Not Filed"
Year End Report auto-generated by APOC.
> I clicked the "No Activity" box on page 4/10 because I had 'No Contributions, No Debts'
and made no purchases, so I thought 'No Expenditures'.
> And clicking "No Activity" left the same $797 Surplus that was listed on my previous five
FCA forms.
> And filling out the Year End Report with "No Activity" looked IDENTICAL to the five
previous FCA forms I filed (other than the name of the form).
> I did not remember ( and was not prompted) that after a general election, zeroing out any
Surplus is a REQUIRED "Expenditure" on the Year End Report.
> I did not remember (and was not prompted) that after a general election, I am required to
"close out" my Campaign Account, and that this is done by checking the Final Report box.
> I did not remember (and was not prompted) that after a general election, the Year End
Report is required to be a Final Report.
> Therefore, I did not check the Final Report box on page 8/10, having confused my YER as
an FCA form, thus I mistakenly 'simply' filed another YER.
> With my 2023 "Assigned Reports" list having a YER form with it's bright red "Not Filed"
status, it didn't cross my mind to look any further. Had I looked back at my 2016 campaign
list (separate page from my 2022 campaign list) and seen past FCA forms, or scrolled well
down the 'Candidate' page, below the three Registration Forms to the third Disclosure Form
titled "FCA Disclosure forms" I may have caught my mistake.
> Interestingly, my APOC Assigned Reports list currently contains a 2025 YER asking to
'simply' be filed, the second of which is itself an illegal form.
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June 11, 2025 
 
VIA EMAIL & CERTIFIED MAIL 
Patrick “Ian” Sharrock  
1509 Atkinson Dr. 
Anchorage, AK 99504 
isharrock@acsalaska.net 
 
RE: Commission Meeting Notice 
 
Dear Mr. Sharrock: 
 
The Commission will review the matter of your candidate forfeiture appeal at its June 25, 
2025 Commission Meeting in Anchorage, Alaska. 
 
I have enclosed the Staff Recommendation that will be presented to the Commission at the 
meeting for your review. 
 
You have a right to participate at the meeting, either in person or by telephone (1-907-202-
7104, Access Code: 233147607#, in-person (2221 Northern Lights Blvd, Ste 128, 
Anchorage, Alaska, 99508) or via Microsoft Teams Meeting1  Please notify our office if you 
intend to participate. Candidate Civil Forfeiture Appeals are expected to begin at 9:45 a.m. 
on Wednesday, June 25, 2025. 
 
This matter will initially be presented to the Commission on a Consent Agenda. If you do 
not wish to present your appeal or make a statement to the Commission, and your appeal 
is not removed from the agenda by a Commissioners, the Staff Recommendation will be 
approved without discussion or deliberation. If you do wish to present your appeal or make 
a statement before the Commission, please notify staff or the Commission prior to the 
approval of the consent agenda. 
 
Staff will send you a copy of the Commission’s final decision regarding your appeal. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact our office. 
 

 
1 Meeting ID 217 752 983 222 7, Passcode qD2Eb9rH 

mailto:isharrock@acsalaska.net
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjBhZTFlODAtY2VjNy00ZWZhLTgyZDQtYmJiNDhjMjg1Y2U5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2220030bf6-7ad9-42f7-9273-59ea83fcfa38%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225da9b0e9-b823-4b90-a8d9-d23009804de5%22%7d


Patrick “Ian” Sharrock 
Commission Meeting Notice 

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION  

Kim Stone 
Campaign Disclosure Coordinator 

Encl: Staff Recommendation 

cc: Candidate File 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE: 
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and 
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to: 
Patrick “Ian” Sharrock 
1509 Atkinson Dr. 
Anchorage, AK 99504 
isharrock@acsalaska.net 

 Email
 Certified Mail

Signature Date 

06/11/2025

9489 0090 0027 6610 9409 23

mailto:isharrock@acsalaska.net


From: Mail Delivery Subsystem
To: isharrock@acsalaska.net
Subject: Delivered: Commission Meeting Notice
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2025 12:27:17 PM
Attachments: RE Commission Meeting Notice.msg

The original message was received at Wed, 11 Jun 2025 16:27:02 -0400
from mail-northcentralusazon11011027.outbound.protection.outlook.com [40.107.199.27]
   ----- The following addresses had successful delivery notifications -----
<isharrock@acsalaska.net>  (successfully delivered to mailbox)
   ----- Transcript of session follows -----
<isharrock@acsalaska.net>... Successfully delivered

mailto:MAILER-DAEMON@mail247c28.carrierzone.com
mailto:isharrock@acsalaska.net

RE: Commission Meeting Notice

		From

		Melgar, Michelle C (DOA)

		To

		isharrock@acsalaska.net

		Cc

		Stone, Kim S (DOA); Whitlock, John G (DOA); Hebdon, Heather R (DOA)

		Recipients

		isharrock@acsalaska.net; kim.stone@alaska.gov; john.whitlock@alaska.gov; heather.hebdon@alaska.gov
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Memorandum  
To:  APOC Commissioners 

From:  Kim Stone, Campaign Disclosure Coordinator 

Date:   June 6, 2025 

Subject: Thompson appeal of staff’s determination re: forfeiture of leftover campaign funds 

INTRODUCTION 

Under provisions of 2 AAC 50.831, Charles Hans Thompson (Thompson) appeals the APOC staff’s 
determination that undispersed campaign funds from his 2022 Anchorage Special Municipal Election 
campaign must be forfeited to the state pursuant to AS 15.13.116. Thompson asks the Commission to return 
the since-forfeited funds back to him and allow him to put them in a future election campaign account under 
AS 15.13.116(a)(7). Based on prior Commission decisions related to forfeiture under these circumstances, 
Staff recommends the Commission uphold its determination.  

BACKGROUND 

Beginning in 2023, the Commission issued several orders addressing the application of AS 15.13.116, 
mandating a candidate’s post-election distribution of unused campaign funds, and its specific application to 
funds that remain after the deadline for disbursement. The statute requires all funds to be distributed by 
February 1 following a general election campaign (or 90 days after a special election) but allows, in relevant 
part, for a candidate to transfer a limited amount to an account for a future election campaign.1 
 
In In re Bennie Colbert2, a candidate’s year-end report in 2021 showed a balance of $1,827.99 in unused 
contributions. The Commission noted that AS 15.13.116 – outlining the procedure for “disbursement of 
campaign assets after election,” – required Colbert to turn over the remaining funds to the Department of 
Revenue to be deposited into the state’s general fund. APOC staff, however, relying on 2 AAC 50.384(a), 
concluded that Colbert was subject to an ongoing reporting requirement and required him to file another year-
end report in 2022 for the same campaign. In its order the Commission held   
 

(t)hat regulation, to the extent it is read to mean a candidate may carry a campaign balance 
into another year and simply file another year-end report, conflicts with AS 15.13.116(c)’s 

 
1 AS 15.13.116(a)(7). 
2 See In Re: Colbert, Final Order at 2, available at: 
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID=25341  
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instruction that a balance go to the State within 30 days. And where a regulation is inconsistent 
with a statue, the statute controls.3  

 
As the statute does not provide an extra year to disperse unused campaign contributions but rather puts a definite 
end to the campaign cycle, the Commission held that a candidate who reports unused contributions on the year-
end report must forfeit them to the general fund “and the campaign cycle ends.”4 
 
In early 2024, the Commission revisited this issue in McDonald v. Snyder.5 There, a candidate reported a 
surplus balance of $1,673.16 on her year-end report filed after the election. At the time of her filing, Snyder 
did not intend to run again. Some five months later, in July 2019, Snyder changed her mind, filed a letter of 
intent, and amended her year end report to disclose a transfer of the surplus to a future campaign account – an 
action well outside the February 1 deadline for such transfer.6 The Commission found that AS 15.13.116(a) 
prohibited the retroactive transfer and ordered forfeiture of the unused funds pursuant to AS 15.13.116(c).7 
 
And in In re Daniel Saddler,8 the Commission again considered a candidate’s failure to disperse remaining 
campaign funds after the February 1 deadline. Similar to the circumstances in Colbert, APOC staff 
concluded that he was subject to an ongoing reporting obligation and required him to file another year-end 
report for the $424.15 surplus. While the Commission declined to impose a penalty for Saddler’s original 
failure to forfeit the funds because, as in Colbert, “he relied on erroneous staff advice that his sole obligation 
was to file reports,”9 the Commission ordered Saddler to complete the forfeiture of the funds pursuant to 
AS 15.13.116(c). 
 
In the fall of 2024, in light of these Commission Orders, APOC staff began notifying candidates who had 
previously reported undisbursed surplus funds of the Commission decisions and advised that because the 
90 day deadline to disburse had passed, that leftover funds must be forfeited to the State of Alaska.10 
 
FACTS: 

Thompson registered as a candidate for the 2022 Anchorage Special Municipal Election held on June 21, 2022. 
After the election, Thompson filed a “No Activity” 105 Day Campaign Disclosure Report disclosing a surplus 
balance of $4,023.70.11 
 
On February 9, 2023, and February 15, 2024, Thompson filed “No Activity” Year-End Campaign Disclosure 
Reports disclosing the same $4,023.70 surplus balance of campaign funds.12 
 

 
3 Colbert, Final Order at 2 (emphasis added), citing Nordlund v. Dep’t of Corr., 520 P.3d 1178, 1183 
(Alaska 2022). 
4 Colbert, Final Order at 3, citing 15.13.116(c). 
5 McDonald v. Snyder, Case No. 23-05-CD, Final Order issued 03.11.24, available at: 
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID=25675. 
6 AS 15.13.116(a)(7). 
7 Snyder, Final Order at 12. 
8 Final Order issued 06.17.24, available at: 
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID=26011   
9 Saddler, Final Order at 4. 
10 Exhibit 1, Notice of Forfeiture of Funds. 
11 Exhibit 2, 105 Day Report. 
12 Exhibit 3, 2023 Year End Report and 2024 Year End Report.  
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On August 16, 2024, APOC Staff issued a Notice of Forfeiture of Funds, instructing Thompson that, based on 
recent Commission orders addressing undispersed campaign funds, he was required to forfeit the surplus 
funds.13  
 
On September 4, 2024, Thompson remitted the $4,023.70 surplus via check to APOC14 and filed a Year-End 
Report disclosing his forfeiture of funds and a zero balance on September 9, 2024.15 
 
On September 16, 2024, Thompson appealed staff's directive to forfeit the surplus funds.16 
 
SUMMARY OF APPEAL: 
 
In his appeal, Thompson noted that nearly all of the surplus funds were his own personal funds; that the 
remaining surplus was within the allowable limit to transfer to a future campaign account; and requested that 
the Commission allow him “to open a new campaign account to transfer these funds back.” He argued that 
APOC staff advised him during his first annual campaign report that it was acceptable to keep the funds “in the 
existing account” and that it would be less burdensome than opening a future campaign account. Thompson 
states that had he known earlier that this decision was under consideration, he would have transferred the 
balance to a future campaign account immediately without issue. 
 
STAFF’S ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Pursuant to AS 15.13.116 and the Commission’s decisions in Colbert, Snyder, and Saddler, APOC staff 
correctly determined and directed Thompson to forfeit his undispersed campaign funds.  Although the balance 
of remaining funds is within the allowable limits to transfer to a future campaign account, the deadline for 
doing so has long since passed.17 Also consistent with the Commission’s decision in Snyder, Thompson cannot 
retroactively apply those funds to a future campaign.18  While it is common practice to keep funds disbursed to 
a future campaign in the same physical campaign account, the disbursement must be disclosed as a final 
expenditure on the campaign’s final campaign disclosure report and that did not happen here. 
 
Consistent with similar matters that have come before the Commission, staff recommends the Commission 
uphold its determination that AS 15.13.116 required the forfeiture of Thompson’s surplus campaign funds. 
 

 
13 See Exhibit 1, Notice of Forfeiture of Funds. 
14 See Exhibit 4, Receipt, dated September 4, 2024. 
15 See Exhibit 5, Year End Report, dated September 9, 2024. 
16 See Exhibit 6, September 16, 2024, Appeal. 
17 The deadline to disburse leftover funds was September 19, 2022 – 90 days after the election. 
18 Staff notes Thompson has not registered as a candidate at any point since his 2022 campaign. 
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Campaign Disclosure Form

Completed
Submission Date: 07/11/2022
Filer First Name: Charles
Filer Middle Name: H
Filer Last Name: Thompson
Filer's Title: Candidate
Report Type: 105 Day Report

Candidate Information

Candidate Name: Hans Thompson
Candidate Address: 1025 W 11th Ave.
City, State Zip: anchorage, Alaska 99501

Report Information

Election Year: 2022
Election: Anchorage Municipal Special
Report Type: 105 Day Report
Reporting Period: From 06/12/2022 Through 09/19/2022

No Activity

Financial Summary

THIS PERIOD ENTIRE CAMPAIGN

Beginning Cash On Hand: $4,023.70

[+] ⇓ Previous Campaign Income:
(From Box A of previous report)

Campaign Income Total:
(Box A)

Total Income Reported: $0.00 [+] ⇒ $4,023.70 [=] ⇒ $4,023.70

[–] ⇓ Previous Campaign Expenses:
(From Box B of previous report)

Campaign Expense Total:
(Box B)

Total Expenditures Reported: $0.00 [+] ⇒ $0.00 [=] ⇒ $0.00

[=] ⇓

Closing Cash On Hand: $4,023.70

[–] ⇓

Total Debts: $0.00

[=] ⇓

Surplus/Deficit: $4,023.70

Income

Date Received Payment Method Contributor Details Amount

No Income / Nothing to Report

Income Total: $0.00

Expenditures

Date Payment Method Vendor Purpose Amount

No Expenditures / Nothing to Report

6/11/25, 9:08 AM CampaignDisclosure

https://hickory.state.ak.us/ApocAdmin/Filings/ViewForm/36997?Type=570 1/2
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Date Payment Method Vendor Purpose Amount

Expenditure Total: $0.00

Debts

Date Incurred Name Description or Purpose Original Amount Balance Remaining

No Debts / Nothing to Report

Remaining Debt Total: $0.00

6/11/25, 9:08 AM CampaignDisclosure

https://hickory.state.ak.us/ApocAdmin/Filings/ViewForm/36997?Type=570 2/2
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Campaign Disclosure Form

Completed
Submission Date: 02/09/2023
Filer First Name: Charles
Filer Middle Name: H
Filer Last Name: Thompson
Filer's Title: Candidate
Report Type: Year End Report

Candidate Information

Candidate Name: Hans Thompson
Candidate Address: 1025 W 11th Ave.
City, State Zip: anchorage, Alaska 99501

Report Information

Election Year: 2022
Election: Anchorage Municipal Special
Report Type: Year End Report
Reporting Period: From 09/20/2022 Through 02/01/2023

No Activity

Financial Summary

THIS PERIOD ENTIRE CAMPAIGN

Beginning Cash On Hand: $4,023.70

[+] ⇓ Previous Campaign Income:
(From Box A of previous report)

Campaign Income Total:
(Box A)

Total Income Reported: $0.00 [+] ⇒ $4,028.32 [=] ⇒ $4,028.32

[–] ⇓ Previous Campaign Expenses:
(From Box B of previous report)

Campaign Expense Total:
(Box B)

Total Expenditures Reported: $0.00 [+] ⇒ $0.00 [=] ⇒ $0.00

[=] ⇓

Closing Cash On Hand: $4,023.70

[–] ⇓

Total Debts: $0.00

[=] ⇓

Surplus/Deficit: $4,023.70

Income

Date Received Payment Method Contributor Details Amount

No Income / Nothing to Report

Income Total: $0.00

Expenditures

Date Payment Method Vendor Purpose Amount

No Expenditures / Nothing to Report

6/11/25, 9:10 AM CampaignDisclosure

https://hickory.state.ak.us/ApocAdmin/Filings/ViewForm/40350?Type=570 1/2
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Date Payment Method Vendor Purpose Amount

Expenditure Total: $0.00

Debts

Date Incurred Name Description or Purpose Original Amount Balance Remaining

No Debts / Nothing to Report

Remaining Debt Total: $0.00

6/11/25, 9:10 AM CampaignDisclosure

https://hickory.state.ak.us/ApocAdmin/Filings/ViewForm/40350?Type=570 2/2
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Campaign Disclosure Form

Completed
Submission Date: 02/15/2024
Filer First Name: Charles
Filer Middle Name: H
Filer Last Name: Thompson
Filer's Title: Candidate
Report Type: Year End Report

Candidate Information

Candidate Name: Hans Thompson
Candidate Address: 1025 W 11th Ave.
City, State Zip: anchorage, Alaska 99501

Report Information

Election Year: 2022
Election: Anchorage Municipal Special
Report Type: Year End Report
Reporting Period: From 02/02/2023 Through 02/01/2024

No Activity

Financial Summary

THIS PERIOD ENTIRE CAMPAIGN

Beginning Cash On Hand: $4,023.70

[+] ⇓ Previous Campaign Income:
(From Box A of previous report)

Campaign Income Total:
(Box A)

Total Income Reported: $0.00 [+] ⇒ $4,028.32 [=] ⇒ $4,028.32

[–] ⇓ Previous Campaign Expenses:
(From Box B of previous report)

Campaign Expense Total:
(Box B)

Total Expenditures Reported: $0.00 [+] ⇒ $0.00 [=] ⇒ $0.00

[=] ⇓

Closing Cash On Hand: $4,023.70

[–] ⇓

Total Debts: $0.00

[=] ⇓

Surplus/Deficit: $4,023.70

Income

Date Received Payment Method Contributor Details Amount

No Income / Nothing to Report

Income Total: $0.00

Expenditures

Date Payment Method Vendor Purpose Amount

No Expenditures / Nothing to Report

6/11/25, 9:10 AM CampaignDisclosure

https://hickory.state.ak.us/ApocAdmin/Filings/ViewForm/42703?Type=570 1/2
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Date Payment Method Vendor Purpose Amount

Expenditure Total: $0.00

Debts

Date Incurred Name Description or Purpose Original Amount Balance Remaining

No Debts / Nothing to Report

Remaining Debt Total: $0.00

6/11/25, 9:10 AM CampaignDisclosure

https://hickory.state.ak.us/ApocAdmin/Filings/ViewForm/42703?Type=570 2/2
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Campaign Disclosure Form

Completed
Submission Date: 09/09/2024
Filer First Name: Charles
Filer Middle Name: H
Filer Last Name: Thompson
Filer's Title: Charles H Thompson
Report Type: Year End Report

Candidate Information

Candidate Name: Hans Thompson
Candidate Address: 1025 W 11th Ave.
City, State Zip: anchorage, Alaska 99501

Report Information

Election Year: 2022
Election: Anchorage Municipal Special
Report Type: Year End Report
Reporting Period: From 02/02/2024 Through 02/01/2025

Financial Summary

THIS PERIOD ENTIRE CAMPAIGN

Beginning Cash On Hand: $0.00

[+] ⇓ Previous Campaign Income:
(From Box A of previous report)

Campaign Income Total:
(Box A)

Total Income Reported: $0.00 [+] ⇒ $0.00 [=] ⇒ $0.00

[–] ⇓ Previous Campaign Expenses:
(From Box B of previous report)

Campaign Expense Total:
(Box B)

Total Expenditures Reported: $4,023.70 [+] ⇒ $0.00 [=] ⇒ $4,023.70

[=] ⇓

Closing Cash On Hand: -$4,023.70

[–] ⇓

Total Debts: $0.00

[=] ⇓

Surplus/Deficit: -$4,023.70

Income

Date Received Payment Method Contributor Details Amount

No Income / Nothing to Report

Income Total: $0.00

Expenditures

6/11/25, 9:16 AM CampaignDisclosure

https://hickory.state.ak.us/ApocAdmin/Filings/ViewForm/44705?Type=570 1/2

Exhibit 5 
Page 1 of 2



Date Payment
Method Vendor Purpose Amount

08/20/2024 Check
 323497

State of Alaska, Department of
Revenue
2221 E Northern Lights Blvd #128
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Forfeiture of funds at APOC order. Closing of
campaign.

$4,023.70

Expenditure Total: $4,023.70

Debts

Date Incurred Name Description or Purpose Original Amount Balance Remaining

No Debts / Nothing to Report

Remaining Debt Total: $0.00

6/11/25, 9:16 AM CampaignDisclosure

https://hickory.state.ak.us/ApocAdmin/Filings/ViewForm/44705?Type=570 2/2
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Department of Administration 
 

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION 
 

2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128 
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149 

Main: 907.276.4176 
Fax: 907.276.7018 

www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc

 
June 11, 2025 
 
VIA EMAIL & CERTIFIED MAIL 
Charles Hans Thompson 
1025 W. 11th Ave 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
hans@hansthompson.com 
 
RE: Commission Meeting Notice 
 
Dear Mr. Thompson: 
 
The Commission will review the matter of your candidate forfeiture appeal at its June 25, 
2025 Commission Meeting in Anchorage, Alaska. 
 
I have enclosed the Staff Recommendation that will be presented to the Commission at the 
meeting for your review. 
 
You have a right to participate at the meeting, either in person or by telephone (1-907-202-
7104, Access Code: 233147607#, in-person (2221 Northern Lights Blvd, Ste 128, 
Anchorage, Alaska, 99508) or via Microsoft Teams Meeting1  Please notify our office if you 
intend to participate. Candidate Civil Forfeiture Appeals are expected to begin at 9:45 a.m. 
on Wednesday, June 25, 2025. 
 
This matter will initially be presented to the Commission on a Consent Agenda. If you do 
not wish to present your appeal or make a statement to the Commission, and your appeal 
is not removed from the agenda by a Commissioners, the Staff Recommendation will be 
approved without discussion or deliberation. If you do wish to present your appeal or make 
a statement before the Commission, please notify staff or the Commission prior to the 
approval of the consent agenda. 
 
Staff will send you a copy of the Commission’s final decision regarding your appeal. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact our office. 
 

 
1 Meeting ID 217 752 983 222 7, Passcode qD2Eb9rH 

mailto:isharrock@acsalaska.net
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjBhZTFlODAtY2VjNy00ZWZhLTgyZDQtYmJiNDhjMjg1Y2U5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2220030bf6-7ad9-42f7-9273-59ea83fcfa38%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225da9b0e9-b823-4b90-a8d9-d23009804de5%22%7d


Charles Hans Thompson 
Commission Meeting Notice 

ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION  

Kim Stone 
Campaign Disclosure Coordinator 

Encl: Staff Recommendation 

cc: Candidate File 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE: 
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and 
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to: 
Charles Hans Thompson. 
1025 W. 11th Ave 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
hans@hansthompson.com 

 Email
 Certified Mail

Signature Date 
 

06/11/2025

9489 0090 0027 6610 9409 30

mailto:isharrock@acsalaska.net


From: Microsoft Outlook
To: hans@hansthompson.com
Subject: Undeliverable: RE: Commission Meeting Notice
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2025 12:35:50 PM
Attachments: RE Commission Meeting Notice.msg

 <https://products.office.com/en-us/CMSImages/Office365Logo_Orange.png?version=b8d100a9-0a8b-8e6a-88e1-ef488fee0470>  
Your message to hans@hansthompson.com couldn't be delivered.
 
hans wasn't found at hansthompson.com.
 
michelle.melgar  Office 365  hans  
Action Required   Recipient  
     
Unknown To address   

How to Fix It  
The address may be misspelled or may not exist. Try one or more of the following:  
* Send the message again following these steps: In Outlook, open this non-delivery report (NDR) and choose Send Again from the Report ribbon. In Outlook on the web, select this NDR, then select the link "To send this message again, click here." Then delete and retype the entire recipient address. If prompted with an Auto-Complete List suggestion don't select it. After typing the complete address, click Send.
* Contact the recipient (by phone, for example) to check that the address exists and is correct.
* The recipient may have set up email forwarding to an incorrect address. Ask them to check that any forwarding they've set up is working correctly.
* Clear the recipient Auto-Complete List in Outlook or Outlook on the web by following the steps in this article: Fix email delivery issues for error code 5.1.1 in Office 365 <https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.microsoft.com%2Ffwlink%2F%3FLinkId%3D389363&data=05%7C02%7Cmichelle.melgar%40alaska.gov%7C7a303833ed3243c20d9f08dda9278b0f%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638852709502147909%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eeDS8T8vrn0wht%2FcorGPEWcoAw3el5Xgx6QanhsAvSQ%3D&reserved=0> , and
then send the message again. Retype the entire recipient address before selecting Send.
If the problem continues, forward this message to your email admin. If you're an email admin, refer to the More Info for Email Admins section below.  
Was this helpful? Send feedback to Microsoft <https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.microsoft.com%2Ffwlink%2F%3FLinkId%3D525920&data=05%7C02%7Cmichelle.melgar%40alaska.gov%7C7a303833ed3243c20d9f08dda9278b0f%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638852709502173107%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xSW5jcUu%2FUkdCLW4T3YizdEcbcEtuLolW7IWsK3UOx0%3D&reserved=0> .  
________________________________

More Info for Email Admins  
Status code: 550 5.1.1 
This error occurs because the sender sent a message to an email address outside of Office 365, but the address is incorrect or doesn't exist at the destination domain. The error is reported by the recipient domain's email server, but most often it must be fixed by the person who sent the message. If the steps in the How to Fix It section above don't fix the problem, and you're the email admin for the recipient, try one or more of the following:
The email address exists and is correct - Confirm that the recipient address exists, is correct, and is accepting messages.
Synchronize your directories - If you have a hybrid environment and are using directory synchronization make sure the recipient's email address is synced correctly in both Office 365 and in your on-premises directory.
Errant forwarding rule - Check for forwarding rules that aren't behaving as expected. Forwarding can be set up by an admin via mail flow rules or mailbox forwarding address settings, or by the recipient via the Inbox Rules feature.
Mail flow settings and MX records are not correct - Misconfigured mail flow or MX record settings can cause this error. Check your Office 365 mail flow settings to make sure your domain and any mail flow connectors are set up correctly. Also, work with your domain registrar to make sure the MX records for your domain are configured correctly.
For more information and additional tips to fix this issue, see Fix email delivery issues for error code 550 5.1.1 in Office 365 <https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.microsoft.com%2Ffwlink%2F%3FLinkId%3D389363&data=05%7C02%7Cmichelle.melgar%40alaska.gov%7C7a303833ed3243c20d9f08dda9278b0f%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638852709502186890%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RsV%2B3szJy9NqxqmcHrag%2BcayuIymRkwyHe5ALdR%2BX%2B4%3D&reserved=0>
.
 
Original Message Details  
Created Date:  6/11/2025 8:35:40 PM  
Sender Address:  michelle.melgar@alaska.gov  
Recipient Address:  hans@hansthompson.com  
Subject:  RE: Commission Meeting Notice  
Error Details  
Error:  550-5.1.1 The email account that you tried to reach does not exist. Please try 550-5.1.1 double-checking the recipient's email address for typos or 550-5.1.1 unnecessary spaces. For more information, go to 550 5.1.1 https://support.google.com/mail/?p=NoSuchUser 41be03b00d2f7-b2fd6289e00si11495a12.693 - gsmtp  
Message rejected by:  mx.google.com  
Notification Details  
Sent by:  BY5PR09MB4689.namprd09.prod.outlook.com  
Message Hops  
HOP  TIME (UTC)  FROM  TO  WITH  RELAY TIME  
1  6/11/2025
8:35:41 PM  CO6PR09MB8085.namprd09.prod.outlook.com  CO6PR09MB8085.namprd09.prod.outlook.com  mapi  1 sec  
2  6/11/2025
8:35:41 PM  CO6PR09MB8085.namprd09.prod.outlook.com  BY5PR09MB4689.namprd09.prod.outlook.com  Microsoft SMTP Server (version=TLS1_2, cipher=TLS_ECDHE_RSA_WITH_AES_256_GCM_SHA384)  *  
Original Message Headers
ARC-Seal: i=1; a=rsa-sha256; s=arcselector10001; d=microsoft.com; cv=none;
 b=UZow+nR26f78TpbGnKKPyk4GiTA/qM1RKjh1E9smwjSmavnoLbSE89OPkZGo1uKbYtpVWVIYDYHHNAalYcXMVvOgcxGwObnptOvCC0bVqmE3/U4dmLEcY3JG1Q1zTwP+7y3dj0cs+kGzhRQaNtmWVgP8AD78XQQ6uPp/08QB7TsNFEBCYRJcoofgy/6FjSCAix3uL3fjh6JgjVaI7T/oZhY/ppU8X9w+/IGImzIihoUGQw5/kpVXmQJhBL+m9TjVEzoJH20ElKf34idjWLeUsOZlaPfjFSrFDIczwXcbIHYB38D0dbwg9InpK3xAnBiKNx1UI1xKgDAq8uI/HK/v8w==
ARC-Message-Signature: i=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; d=microsoft.com;
 s=arcselector10001;
 h=From:Date:Subject:Message-ID:Content-Type:MIME-Version:X-MS-Exchange-AntiSpam-MessageData-ChunkCount:X-MS-Exchange-AntiSpam-MessageData-0:X-MS-Exchange-AntiSpam-MessageData-1;
 bh=WBANWOZAT/LkvNv4/CdBhmHTk3IDZ2/MQQ1PUjW5E/M=;
 b=NZAC1UxbFzgjHFj/YPEwXV/raNkMmS2l/ZTznELa747eSDmPtlyFMWLnX/mcnm28cUmOEbmFmfghk6TwfvzEfOA/KyYhMKWwewvuRkjFRQC5c+J7P3tkDfKmQAc1NoizsrwUyKK7d7XIHpBJzzHh8FdZpjhbBvhqbd3iKNWPTAjhlZ+dsvY7ChC/IFxmAN5d5oYyKo0zBXc0bRfYUKAEJMoNS6lKNqsASNcEz6EnYBsbMZRRAb7JXbniiiDVERGJ/a/97lif3k2h4sIDP7bzwYwulO++8YY/SuUOKVJTq0owpnzeusTrWpQv8hlg6EardHmkjh/pbmaKSx54Hphhkw==
ARC-Authentication-Results: i=1; mx.microsoft.com 1; spf=pass
 smtp.mailfrom=alaska.gov; dmarc=pass action=none header.from=alaska.gov;
 dkim=pass header.d=alaska.gov; arc=none
DKIM-Signature: v=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; d=alaska.gov;
 s=selector1;
 h=From:Date:Subject:Message-ID:Content-Type:MIME-Version:X-MS-Exchange-SenderADCheck;
 bh=WBANWOZAT/LkvNv4/CdBhmHTk3IDZ2/MQQ1PUjW5E/M=;
 b=ihC6PbKP6qQhSAGIXyiuMdyZ4HUz7wI27vms/3VhvThvrJtzulVPGDV76+0Lm4hEbQBdtel6tByBAi/sEuK5zEfwjBueoqIXjTbkPvQmSoHfDJiKD1NnOMQC38hpN621hAnHvj1p/xpZzBVgj7R8hHnzTE1yRliE637xizgTKW4=
Received: from CO6PR09MB8085.namprd09.prod.outlook.com (2603:10b6:303:cf::13)
 by BY5PR09MB4689.namprd09.prod.outlook.com (2603:10b6:a03:250::16) with
 Microsoft SMTP Server (version=TLS1_2,
 cipher=TLS_ECDHE_RSA_WITH_AES_256_GCM_SHA384) id 15.20.8835.22; Wed, 11 Jun
 2025 20:35:41 +0000
Received: from CO6PR09MB8085.namprd09.prod.outlook.com
 ([fe80::2363:22fe:bc42:6825]) by CO6PR09MB8085.namprd09.prod.outlook.com
 ([fe80::2363:22fe:bc42:6825%6]) with mapi id 15.20.8835.018; Wed, 11 Jun 2025
 20:35:41 +0000
From: "Melgar, Michelle C (DOA)" <michelle.melgar@alaska.gov>
To: "hans@hansthompson.com" <hans@hansthompson.com>
CC: "Stone, Kim S (DOA)" <kim.stone@alaska.gov>, "Whitlock, John G (DOA)"
 <john.whitlock@alaska.gov>, "Hebdon, Heather R (DOA)"
 <heather.hebdon@alaska.gov>
Subject: RE: Commission Meeting Notice
Thread-Topic: RE: Commission Meeting Notice
Thread-Index: AdvbD7YYgLVQmKyLSdm49uFKNKwjdA==
Importance: high
X-Priority: 1
Return-Receipt-To: <michelle.melgar@alaska.gov>
Date: Wed, 11 Jun 2025 20:35:40 +0000
Message-ID: <CO6PR09MB80852597E40B5C5076496E098E75A@CO6PR09MB8085.namprd09.prod.outlook.com>
Accept-Language: en-US
Content-Language: en-US
X-MS-Has-Attach: yes
X-MS-TNEF-Correlator:
authentication-results: dkim=none (message not signed)
 header.d=none;dmarc=none action=none header.from=alaska.gov;
x-ms-publictraffictype: Email
x-ms-traffictypediagnostic: CO6PR09MB8085:EE_|BY5PR09MB4689:EE_
x-ms-office365-filtering-correlation-id: b5506fe9-6944-4f2b-8268-08dda927881e
x-ms-exchange-senderadcheck: 1
x-ms-exchange-antispam-relay: 0
x-microsoft-antispam: BCL:0;ARA:13230040|366016|1800799024|4053099003|38070700018|8096899003;
x-microsoft-antispam-message-info: =?us-ascii?Q?VeEZb5IlZ7Blpxnj1jSgNf9nRNfGER0N1wlTCUaUFbaffPzFPXOzGZAX9UrO?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?xdJ/LQHWEPPCVGoG4gJy1fuakwEfYNBnBloT2MgXsg6yGGrotMippF4py3Fl?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?niqdMtGkSPG5NgBRkmLZzp9kX7HT83ta5RWBeoC72um+jqc35UkIihMVv7Ef?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?mRDNqQfoR1+nPcBy5/MQc1COXdUwgAmhFAyJ8wJUhA6vjYgwCU+bNrOcok+1?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?AmbmAiiWJTeFa6gk01zeg1mHPZeYyTD0xn66tGZaKaWd80MGhgrVhQ+mUjmZ?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?xXH6URmHeDXkuJV8VGrB0ARKq08YTegRaP2Tp98zSihjeD0vUsqFyEjW5f7k?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?9dhZOtBIlRGm7hgW0N1wXk5YKrTayRn25VjYZmmzCyNZmi3ye6uhSRd+3B1q?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?e2RZSD+weNVQU8yBQXmcWOhruMFPGVJlwucWmzbOGHXz0CVucF1Pq9ivT2TI?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?HWv8TZkvEqxYdX8nUg23NJJ7U6+Lx3VVpJOH+otjkmqQY8lJa4TLFzDl6ZQS?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?+p0JQ7TAtK9ljnVc78JLS71hNLXDicLEKhuwfSiM7bN5RDvBJA94ehM7GlaP?=
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Please note if there are any timeframes established to take action within these documents.  





 





Should you have any questions, please contact our office.





 





Thank you,





 





Michelle C. Melgar
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Department of Administration 
 



ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION 
 



2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128 
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149 



Main: 907.276.4176 
Fax: 907.276.7018 



www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc



 
June 11, 2025 
 
VIA EMAIL & CERTIFIED MAIL 
Charles Hans Thompson 
1025 W. 11th Ave 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
hans@hansthompson.com 
 
RE: Commission Meeting Notice 
 
Dear Mr. Thompson: 
 
The Commission will review the matter of your candidate forfeiture appeal at its June 25, 
2025 Commission Meeting in Anchorage, Alaska. 
 
I have enclosed the Staff Recommendation that will be presented to the Commission at the 
meeting for your review. 
 
You have a right to participate at the meeting, either in person or by telephone (1-907-202-
7104, Access Code: 233147607#, in-person (2221 Northern Lights Blvd, Ste 128, 
Anchorage, Alaska, 99508) or via Microsoft Teams Meeting1  Please notify our office if you 
intend to participate. Candidate Civil Forfeiture Appeals are expected to begin at 9:45 a.m. 
on Wednesday, June 25, 2025. 
 
This matter will initially be presented to the Commission on a Consent Agenda. If you do 
not wish to present your appeal or make a statement to the Commission, and your appeal 
is not removed from the agenda by a Commissioners, the Staff Recommendation will be 
approved without discussion or deliberation. If you do wish to present your appeal or make 
a statement before the Commission, please notify staff or the Commission prior to the 
approval of the consent agenda. 
 
Staff will send you a copy of the Commission’s final decision regarding your appeal. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact our office. 
 



 
1 Meeting ID 217 752 983 222 7, Passcode qD2Eb9rH 
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Charles Hans Thompson 
Commission Meeting Notice 
 
 
ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION  
 
 
 
Kim Stone 
Campaign Disclosure Coordinator 
 
Encl: Staff Recommendation 
 
cc: Candidate File 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE: 
I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and 
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered to: 
Charles Hans Thompson. 
1025 W. 11th Ave 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
hans@hansthompson.com 
   



 
 Email 
 Certified Mail 



 



 
 



Signature    Date 
 



06/11/2025



9489 0090 0027 6610 9409 30
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Department of Administration 
 



ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION 
 



2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Rm. 128 
Anchorage, AK 99508-4149 



Main: 907.276.4176 
Fax: 907.276.7018 



www.doa.alaska.gov/apoc



ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMISSION ACTION 



PREPARED BY:  John Grover Whitlock  DATE: March 20, 2025 
    
RESPONDENT:     Hans Thompson 
 
CIVIL PENALTY  
ASSESSED UNDER:    Campaign Disclosure: 
 
REASON FOR FILING: 2022 Anchorage Municipal 
 
LATE REPORT(S):  Campaign Disclosure Reports 
 
       Failed to Timely Disburse Funds 
      
DATE NOTICE OF FORFEITURE SENT:  August 16, 2024 
DATE FORFEITURE APPEAL RECEIVED: September 16, 2024 
RECOMMENDATION:     Uphold 
(See “Staff’s Recommendation”) 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
In Re: Bennie Colbert 
 
The Commission issued an Order on October 9, 2023 that dealt with the issue of continued 
reporting obligations if a candidate has surplus funds remaining after the deadline for 
disbursal.1   
 
In Re: Bennie Colbert, Mr. Colbert was a candidate in the 2020 state primary election for 
the Alaska State House of Representatives.  Statute requires him to disburse all unused 
campaign contributions according to the statutorily acceptable methods by February 1, 
2021.2  He was then required to file a final, year-end campaign disclosure report showing a 
zeroed-out account by February 16, 2021.   



 
1  See In Re: Bennie Colbert, Civil Penalty Appeal at 3 (Oct. 9, 2023), 
https://aws.state.ak.us/pocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID= 2534. 
2  See AS.13.116(a). 











 



 
Mr. Colbert filed his year-end report on February 20, 2021, but the report showed that he 
had not zeroed out his account.  Instead, the report represented that the campaign held a 
balance of $1,827.99 in unused contributions.  The statute provides the remedy for failure to 
zero out an account: based on his report of an undispersed balance, Mr. Colbert should have 
been required to turn over the unused funds to the Department of Revenue for deposit in the 
general fund in 2021.3 
 
This is not what occurred.  Instead, APOC staff concluded that Mr. Colbert was subject to a 
continuing reporting obligation and required him to file a second year-end report for the 
same campaign in 2022.  Staff’s approached relied on administrative code, which provides 
that “[a] candidate who is unable to close a campaign account or pay all campaign debts by 
the deadlines n this section shall continue to file applicable reports.”4 
 
The commission found that the regulation, to the extent it is read to mean a candidate may 
carry a campaign balance into another year and simply file another year-end report, conflicts 
with AS 15.13.116(c)’s instruction that a balance go to the State within 30 days.  And where 
a regulation is inconsistent with a statute, the statute controls.5 
 
Mr. Colbert ended up amending his reports to show that he did not carry a balance of 
$1,827.99, but would have been required forfeit these funds if the $1,827.99 was 
undisbursed. 
 
Additional Orders from the Commission 
 
On June 17, 2024 the Commission issued orders further clarifying the order issued in In Re: 
Colbert. 
 
In Re: Saddler, the Commission saw a similar case where a candidate did not disburse their 
remaining funds timely and kept filing year end reports without zeroing out their accounts.  
Staff ended up issuing a penalty for Mr. Saddler’s late filed report and was advised by the 
commission to correct Rep. Saddler’s misunderstanding of his obligations, rather than 
penalizing him for a late report that should not have been due.  The commission ordered 
Rep. Saddler received erroneous staff advice that his that his sole obligation was to file 



 
3  AS 15.13. l 16(c) ("Property remaining after disbursements are made under (a)--(b) of this section is forfeited to 
the state. Within 30 days, the candidate shall deliver the property to the Department of Revenue. The Department of 
Revenue shall deposit any money received into the general fund and dispose of any other property in accordance with 
law."). 
4  See 2 AAC 50.384(a). 
5  Nordlund v. Dep 't of Corr., 520 P.3d 1178, 1183 (Alaska 2022) ("lfthere is a conflict between the regulation 
and the statute, the statute controls unless [the Alaska Supreme Court] determine[s] it to be unconstitutional."). A 
candidate could transfer an unused balance into "an account for a future election campaign," AS 15.13.l 16(a)(7), which 
would lead to continuing reporting obligations as contemplated by the regulation. 2 AAC 50.384. That is not what 
occurred here; Mr. Colbert simply did not zero out his account on time. 











 



reports.  The Commission ordered Rep. Saddler to send the $424.15 remaining in his 
campaign account to the State of Alaska. 
 
 
RESPONDENT’S STATEMENT: 
 



1. Affiant stated that the remaining balance in his account was small enough to be 
transferred to a future campaign account without further complications. 



2. Affiant stated that APOC staff previously advised him, during his first annual 
campaign report, that keeping the funds in the existing account was acceptable and  
less administratively burdensome than  opening a future campaign account. 



3. The majority of the campaign funds came from the affiant’s own personal funds, with 
only $25 from an external contribution. 



4. Had the affiant known earlier that this decision was under consideration, I would have 
transferred the balance to a future campaign account immediately without issue. 



5. Affiant requests that he be allowed to retain these funds for a future campaign. 
 



FACTS 
 



1) Hans Thompson Registered as a candidate for the Special Anchorage Municipal 
Election held on June 21, 2022. 



2) Mr. Thompson filed a year end report on February 9, 2023 disclosing a surplus of 
$4,023.70. 



3) Mr. Thompson filed a year end report on February 15, 2024 disclosing a surplus of 
$4,023.70. 



4) On June 17, 2024 the Commission issued several orders clarifying In Re: Colbert.6 
5) On August 16, 2024 a Notice of Forfeiture was issued to Mr. Thompson by APOC 



staff.7 
6) On September 9, 2024 Mr. Thompson submitted a form to the Commission stating 



that he forfeited the funds on August 20, 2024.8 
7) A forfeiture check was received by the Alaska Public Offices Commission on 



September 4, 2024.9 
8) On September 16, 2024 Mr. Thompson submitted an appeal of the forfeiture notice.10  



Mr. Thompson stated the following: “Nearly all the forfeited funds are my own, and I 
kindly request that you allow me to open a new campaign account to transfer these 
funds back.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 



 
 



 
6 See Attachment 1.  In Re Saddler.  This is an example of an order issued by the commission clarifying In Re: Colbert. 
7 See Attachment 2. Notice of Forfeiture of Funds. 
8 See Attachment 4. Year End Report, dated September 9, 2024. 
9 See Attachment 5. Receipt, dated September 4, 2024. 
10 See Attachment 3. Appeal emailed to Campaign Disclosure Coordinator Sargent on September 16, 2024. 











 



STAFF’S ANALYSIS OF FACTS FOR COMMISSION REVIEW 
 
As a candidate in the 2022 Anchorage Municipal Special Election held on June 21, 2022, Mr. 
Thompson was required to comply with post-election obligations, including disbursing 
leftover campaign funds and filing campaign disclosure reports on time.  After a campaign, 
candidates in the 2022 Anchorage Municipal Special Election must disburse all campaign 
funds -whether to pay off debt, donate to statutorily permitted recipients, or transfer to a future 
campaign account – no later than September 19, 2022.11  The remedy for missing the 
disbursement deadline is forfeiture of the surplus to the state.12  In addition, municipal 
candidates must file a 105 day report, disclosing their final campaign contributions and 
expenditures.13 
 
Mr. Thompson missed the disbursement deadline and reported holding $4,023.70.14  Mr. 
Thompson was required to forfeit these funds to the state no later than September 19, 2022.  
Commission staff did not advise Mr. Thompson to forfeit the funds and instead subjected him 
to a continuing obligation of year-end reports due on February 15 so long the surplus 
remained.   
 
In Re Colbert clarified that candidates who have leftover campaign funds should timely 
disburse those funds and promptly end their reporting obligations15, even if Mr. Thompson’s 
failure to forfeit funds occurred because he relied on erroneous staff advise that his sole 
obligation was to file reports.16 
 
STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that the forfeiture notice issued to Mr. Thompson and the $4,023.70 
remanded to the State of Alaska by Mr. Thompson shall stand. 



 
11 AS 15.13.116(a); 2 AAC 50.384(a) 
12 See In Re: Bennie Colbert, Civil Penalty Appeal at 3 (Oct. 9, 2023), 
https://aws.state.ak.us/pocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID= 25341 (stating that the statute “puts a definite end date on 
the campaign cycle”) 
13 AS 15.13.110(a)(4); 2 AAC 50.384(a). 
14 See Attachment 6. 105 Day Report.  Filed on July 11, 2022. 
15 See In Re: Bennie Colbert, Civil Penalty Appeal at 3-4 (Oct. 9, 2023), 
https://aws.state.ak.us/pocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID= 25341 (stating that the statute “puts a definite end date on 
the campaign cycle”) 
16 See Attachment 1.  In Re Saddler at 4. 
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